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SEVENOAKS

PREPARATORY SCHOOL




Speech made by Headmaster  Philip Oldroyd at Sports and Speech Day on 10th July 2010

Boys and girls, ladies and gentlemen, good afternoon. 

The Prep has been part of my life since I was 7 and that’s, well, quite a lot of years now. I am therefore passionate about this school and what it stands for and from the many smiling faces that I see every day and from the large quantity of messages and letters that I receive, it is apparent that many of you are enjoying what the Prep gives to the children too.

In essence the children are given the opportunity to discover themselves. Our dedicated teaching staff really couldn’t work any harder to do their best to make life at Sevenoaks Prep as rewarding as possible for the children.

Right from the off, Mrs Binnie and her amazing team in Nursery set the standard and it was heartening to get the confirmation from OFSTED that our Nursery provision really is OUTSTANDING! For this to happen the provision is judged on 17 different criteria and everyone has to come out as the top possible grade. So well done Sue and her girls and all the myriad of helpers that come to assist the department! 
However, it shouldn’t be just a case of ‘well what an outstanding nursery’, because KG and Reception are also setting the highest standards in care and learning and the revamped KG gardens are going to make a great difference in allowing the children access to outside play all year round.

The whole Early Years team has now been moderated by OFSTED, culminating in a drop in visit from an inspector this term that focussed on the Reception classes and they too confirmed what an OUTSTANDING team we have here. So it is yet another well done to the KG and Nursery teams too – superb!
Well – tough on Years 1 and 2 then. But, not so! I have now lost count on how many occasions that parents have come up to me and written to me to let me know what fantastic years their children have had in Years 1 and 2 and I glow with pride as superlatives are reeled off about the whole team of teachers and helpers.

They instil an interest in and a love of learning as they take the children into their first real experiences of the formal classroom world and the different subjects of Maths, English, Science and the Humanities. They can do this without the pressures of formal assessment that bogs down our colleagues in the State Sector. The children can grow at their own rate and this gives them the necessary confidence and self esteem to approach their work with a positive outlook rather than with a fear of failure.

It has to be said, though, that from the low key assessments that we do perform, we can see that in our mixed ability setting the majority of our children outperform the national average and for the one or two below it the provision at the Prep is also fantastic. The support staff  here are really unrivalled and Mrs Copeland is now nationally renowned for speaking at educational conferences and providing training to other schools.
So, how is the Prep going to fare? Well firstly, it is at this point that four new children join the school so again we get great comparisons between us and the establishments around us, around the country and even internationally. The first feedback we receive is that the children and to a large extent the parents too, settle into Prep life SO quickly.

They largely find the standard of the work higher than they have previously met and definitely find that the staff are prepared to work very hard to accommodate their needs in order to settle them in to the Prep way of working and help them move towards achieving the high standards of attainment and presentation that are required. It is incredible how children can rise to these challenges and adapt so quickly once they are happy in their surroundings and with whom they are.

I always receive excellent feedback about the Year 3 staff and that has been no different this year’s team. They settle the children into life at ‘big school’ and the children soon revel in the new challenges that they are presented with, such as the excitement of going to different teachers for specialist lessons and joining the choirs and sports teams.
The continuity of moving through Years 4 and 5 also brings me notes, letters and superlatives regarding how strong our team is pastorally and in pushing the academics forward progressively in readiness for those taking the 11+ exams at the beginning of Year 6.
However, in true Prep fashion, this is done by forming an individual approach and presenting an air of calm and studied preparation to set us apart from many schools in our area who get so preoccupied with results and getting a certain number of children to certain schools that they forget about the children and what they need.
There are so many social pressures on children today to grow up too quickly that we choose to live in the ‘unreal’ world that is Sevenoaks. We also want our children to be children as long as possible so we look for a Prep School to make life even nicer and then we choose Sevenoaks Prep, not only because we have a great reputation, but because we see that it gives our children what we had – our childhood.

Time to have fun and time to experiment with the variety of activities on offer and to experience a wonderful location surrounded by loving and caring people, knowing that the children will be prepared and will gain entry into the right school for them and will not just be pushed in a certain direction for league table status!

However, it is not that we can’t do bragging! The progression from our class teachers to our specialist teachers means that the school gets the balance right for our pupils.

The first feedback that our approach also works in getting results comes early in Year 6 with the 11+ Kent Test and then continues right through the year as different schools arrange their tests at different times of the year and finally, the County finish their grammar school allocations this term!

So the proof of the pudding is in the eating. So how did we fare? Well here goes, and firstly, I would like to say well done to all the boys and girls who sat the myriad of tests (and some did more than one) as they will have all done their level best!

We build on last year’s 15 out of 18 pupils sitting the 11+ being deemed of grammar school ability with 16 out of 18 this year. There were four children who scored the maximum and another six who had in excess of 90%. However, not all the successful candidates took up their places and are either staying on to sit Common Entrance in Year 8 or have been successful in other 11+ exams to local independent schools.

Three out of four pupils were offered places at Sevenoaks School, four out of five to Kent College, Pembury, three out of three to Walthamstow Hall, two out of two to Sutton Valence, and one out of one to Eltham College and Bethany School. There were also 7 conditional places offered to boys sitting the Tonbridge School pre-test this year.

Even with all this happening, half the year group want to stay at the school and to progress through our top two years, as, again, our results have been proving that our team of specialist teachers can really get the best out of our pupils and support them in a valuable extra two years in growing up before moving on.

So, to the Maths, English, Science, Language and Humanities Departments congratulations on yet another sterling year’s work and for helping the Year 6 and 8 pupils get some truly fantastic results this year at 11 and 13+! The numbers of A grades at 13+ from all the schools entered for was one of our highest and were across all subjects and this with three of our strongest pupils not sitting the formal C.E. exams as they had already gained their places to the very selective Cranbrook Grammar School.
It also goes without saying that all of Year 8, whether grade A students or not, have produced, for them, excellent results and the boys and girls are all going to some fantastic schools which will set them on their way to achieving much in the future.

They are going to schools that suit them and therefore they will continue to be happy and will continue to thrive. It is testament to the all round care that the children of The Prep receive, that all our destination schools ask me for more Prep children as they arrive ready for their new environment and with the right attitudes and quite often ahead of their peers socially and in their approach to academic study.

Finally, it is great to know that the children value their time at the Prep too and we are inundated with former pupils coming back to the school to visit, catch up with the staff and reminisce. We even have them joining the full time staff, as gap year students (well Miss Green’s brothers came and she only wishes she had!) and as work experience pupils, two of whom are here today.
As you have heard, Sevenoaks Prep really does deliver and isn’t just a country club for happy children.
The school prides itself in not being the pushy hot house and endeavours to achieve the all round experience and I think we are pretty good at this too!

I have at times through the year marvelled at how much goes on. I can’t mention it all so I took a few snap shots from the website to get a flavour of life outside of the examination subjects (BTW thank you Niki for setting this up and for all the admin team and IT team for getting it up and running and continually tweaking and improving it.) 

This year, for the first time, Mr Purdy took two teams to the Walthamstow Hall Maths Competition (called mathletics as it involves a run to get your answers to the markers and pick up the next question as quickly as possible). The Year 4 team nailed the strategy and were excellent in answering the problematic questions and ended tied joint first. In true English style, though, they lost on penalties – well on a deciding question anyway! Well done to them, though. 
The older children didn’t get away without pitting their mathematical wits against children from other schools too. Those Year 8s, present at school on a certain day, took a national on line maths challenge. Out of the 16 children of all abilities who took the test, 2 received bronze awards, 5 silvers and 5 golds with the top two candidates, Jamie Thompson and Matthew Moore achieving in excess of 90%!
Musically, the school has entertained us from the piano, recorder and strings recitals in the Pre Prep through to the Senior School chamber recitals on Monday afternoons and onto the full blown concerts in the Autumn and Summer Terms. It has been exciting to see the introduction of the brass group, the younger Acorn Orchestra and the recorder group, in addition to the established Orchestra and Choirs.

Well done to Mr Kotz, Mrs Dwinell
and all the other superb peri teachers. Music is certainly going from strength to strength. I must mention here that we should all applaud Sophie Westbrooke and Matthew Moore in being awarded major music scholarships to Sevenoaks School and Tonbridge School respectively.

Even though we are losing these two and other established figureheads from the department, it is so good to see their replacements waiting in the wings!
I can’t leave music without mentioning the excellent contribution that Prep Idol makes to the musical life of the school. Thank you to Mr Collings and all his helpers for making the event such a highlight in the year for our budding rock stars, parents and future Glastonbury goers! It even contributes thousands of pounds to charity!
On that note it is has been great to get some first hand feedback from Kenya as to how all our fund raising for Haller has benefited the new community of Mdengerekeni (easy for me to say!). Mr Collings, Mr Oatley and Mrs Eifion-Jones visited the school that we have built and met the children and teachers. It is good to know that all of our donations are really making a difference.

Hope HIV is the other overseas charity we regularly support through Prep Idol. We also contribute funds via Year 8’s Social Entrepreneur Projects that have been running this half term. Many thanks to all of you who have supported these ventures. They really are driven by the pupils. Mrs Oldroyd has been overseeing their projects with the help of members of Rotary, old boys and budding entrepreneurs James and Charles Churchman and Charlie and Owen who are the brains behind The Vine Magazine.

But ultimately it is up to the Year 8s what happens! The last of the ice lollies, drinks and sweet selling happened today and next week we will be able to find out our final total for the SEP, which we believe to be around £2,000.

This will be a huge benefit to the charity that support AIDS orphans in Sub Saharan Africa. Representatives from Year 8 gave a presentation to the Amherst Rotary who provided the £10 per head seed capital for their projects and the members present were most impressed at some of the novel ideas such as own brand chocolate bars, Leavers’ Hoodies and a World Cup Raffle as well as the exploitation of the market place with a guaranteed return on Krispy Crème Donuts! These skills will hopefully stay with the Year 8s for their future careers – we may have the next Alan Sugar amongst us.
It has been good to focus on Africa, for us English, without mentioning the World Cup. However, there are good signs of the charity work going on surrounding the football. Apparently, the England team went to visit an orphanage when in South Africa and it was good to hear a word from a spokesperson:
“it’s so good to put a smile on the faces of people with no hope, constantly struggling and facing the impossible”, said Jamal Omboto, aged 6!

Good luck to all the Dutch and Spanish for tomorrow – we are all really jealous!

Under the leadership of Mr Culley and Miss Lovegrove and with the help of all the sports coaches at the school, our sporting teams this year have achieved much success.

The Year 4 girls and Year 7 & 8 girls won various netball tournaments. The Year 5 boys swept the board in the football tournament they entered. The Under 11 and 13 boys teams in football, rugby and cricket have had their best seasons for years. And our athletes just keep going from strength to strength with 6 pupils representing Kent in 7 events at the National Championships in Birmingham last Monday.

We have to mention some outstanding individual achievements even though some of them have been in a team context. Rhys Joseph has scored an undefeated century in addition to a number of 50+ scores at the age of 10 whilst playing at Under 11 level. Leo Cammish has achieved a batting average for the first XI in excess of 130 (and in excess of 90 for his club) and is representing Sussex as a wicket keeper! Paul Wood came second in the National Athletics Finals in the long jump so is technically the second best long jumper at Under 14 level in the country and Isabel Turnbull’s successes at fencing continue to amaze us as not only is she National Champion in the Sabre at Under 13 level a year young, but she received a call up to the national team and fenced for Great Britain in the Under 17 age group in France!

Finally, other schools have recognised the Prep’s sporting talent on offer as Jamie Richardson and Daniel Moss were awarded Sports Scholarships to Sevenoaks School and Leo Cammish the major Sports Scholarship to Caterham – well done, you three and to all your coaches. 
More entertainment has again been on offer from the drama departments this year! It always seems as though our productions will never be surpassed, but Mr Harrison, Mr Culley and Mrs Shea always seem to come up trumps and the whole staff bring out the best in all the children. The confidence and the performing ability is backed up with the sets, scenery and props created by the huge support teams and with the unstinting help of the parents in making and sourcing the elaborate costumes.

These events show off the school in its best light as it involves such huge teamwork, but the children remain the focus. The senior plays get more and more challenging, the middle school musicals more West End, the Form 3 play pulls the whole year group together and the Pre Prep productions bring colour, enthusiasm, confidence and much joy to all. All the children sitting here will have been involved either on stage or backstage in one or more of the productions this year!
Given all this, we still find time for other worthwhile experiences that make The Prep experience what it is:
· House Charity Events (the less said about the female teachers beating the male teachers at netball the better!). We hold a range of theme days to support various charities through the year and the children love them and huge amounts are donated to such good causes
· Inviting international sports stars to the school. This year it was Eboni Beckford-Chambers (the netball girls should remember her visit if only for realising how tall she is!). She was a natural teacher and the girls certainly got some good tips
· Educational trips to such places as Knole House for Form 1 and the Word War 1 Battlefields at The Somme for Years 7 & 8
· The forming of SPA and the first Alumni day

· SEC events such as the Christmas Bazaar, Family Day, the Fashion Show and the Ball. The school benefits from the support of so many very dedicated parents in giving up their ever diminishing ‘spare time’ so I must say thank you to Jane Rigney, Henar McAuley and Greg Mayes, as our committee in particular, for helping to coordinate our very enthusiastic and talented volunteers and at this moment I would like to thank all of you who have contributed time, effort and money to the SEC events whose proceeds have be put towards the lovely presents of two Pagodas/outdoor classrooms to the school.
· And we can all remember the great time we had in Circus Week

· And finally, you will have seen Form 6 and a whole host of staff camping out in the grounds last Monday night and will see the Form 2 pupils and some keen parents (mainly dads hoping for some fun with fire and a day off work) setting for a day time camp this Monday.

So with the school alive at weekends too with parties and picnickers, bike riders, tennis players, cricketers, footballers, runners, dog walkers, kite fliers et al, it really could be a boarding school! This is why places at the school are in such demand and I am increasingly aware that our waiting lists are growing and that we are now one of the most talked about schools in the area. Not just for what we do for others, but for what we do for our children and how they are talked about by their destination schools and people in the local community. Whenever a place becomes available we have no trouble filling it and the pressure is on to expand. However, I would like to reassure everyone that the Governors like us just the way we are!
Of course none of this could happen as well as it does and the school couldn’t look as good as it does without the unseen and tireless work of the administrative and maintenance teams. They really do enter into the spirit and give their all to make school life as good and efficient as possible.

Hopefully I have given you a flavour of a year in the life of Sevenoaks Prep. To encapsulate it all, we’re all in it for the children and I want you, the parents and children, to know that you couldn’t look for a better group of role models in the professionals, who are the staff, around you. Their approach and belief in the Prep’s ethos can be summed up by the following quotation from Leo Buscaglia,

“It is not enough to have lived. We should be determined to live for something. May I suggest that it be in creating joy for others, sharing what we have for the betterment of person kind, bringing hope to the lost and love to the lonely.”

Thank you for listening and I wish you all a safe journey home.
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